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Fort Meade's Big New Hush-Hush
Building Nearing Completion

The hush-hush National Secur-
ity Agency's new $35.000,000
home at Fort George G. Meade—
97 per cent completed-—will pre-;
sent the last word 1n structural;
and mechamcal efliciency, as
well as secrenveness, when it
jopens next fall

The slumbering giant of a
.byilding, soon (o be awakened
by mare than 12.000 employés
.of the nation s top intelligence
agency. received a limited “pub-
lic” inspectian vesterday.

Occupaney 15 experted  f{o
bedin 1n November when per-
sonnel starts the move fraom
‘NSA's Arhington Hali  head-:
‘quarters in Virginia. ;
i Yesterday's tour was «taged
‘by the Baltimore Post. Sociery
of American Military Engincers,
and was conducted by the Ralti-
imore__District, US&. Corp: «f
‘Army Enginecrs, which super-
{vised cOnstruction ot the build-
ling.

About 150 Make Tour i
| " Abeut 150 persons, including
imembers of the society. con-
.tractors, a handful of reporters
iand other guests made the tour.

So secret is the NSA, that its
.name wasn't even men'ioned b
the guides or in pretau
cal information put ou' - the

arisi |-inf

corps o'+ . .rers. which refers
to the structure only as the “"De-
partment of Defense builaing at
For: \leade.”

Howey o,

ters 2 (et tall about the main
enttance label it tne ' Natonal
Sccurtdy Agenev.”

With [ 300,000 square feet of
floor space. the Three-story steel,
concrete and glass huilding is
only a fourih the sive of the
Pentap~n, but if 1s descrined as
the larces? bivlding of its kind
in the ¢country.

Longest Corrinnr In LS.

Shaped ke a barge wquare U
twe tetior lig
tiae Haalding 12 9850 {nct Yonz and

i* i« 1o secret thatt
the hiniding i< for the NSA Let-.

caprtsd

through the basement. They will
carry trays of documents and
papers to eight substations in
the structure.

H Dialing Directs Tubes

A German-made pneuwmnatic-
tube system can carry papers at
23 feet a second and can handle
up to 60 tubes an hour, Each
tube has ils own autopilot. You
dial its destination and the tube
goes to the proper station.

The outside walis are made of
precas’  enncrete panels  and
cealed  indows, The bnilding is
completely arr canditioned by
Htour unus, ¢ac; of which turns |
byt L0 tens ot refrigerated
CAalr
A cafereria sears 1,400 and the
tatehitarium will hold 500

560 feet wide and boine. thel  In addition. the building has
lonzest strafgint corridor o2 theleight snack hars, a post ex-

counlry it runs the «nteee 950
foot lenoin of the hyaildine: & he
United States Capnal in Wish.
inzion nrevioush, ciaimed this
honov, but s centra. corvidoar -
only TH) Teet long

A double fence

guarded gatehouses, surroupds)
1

the new building.

Among the mechanica!
vices  designed 1o
NSA's secrets secre!
Csecurity  eom
which run at i

‘rrhange. 4 complete hospital with
| X-ray. uperating  rooms  and
‘nental chairs. A shoe xhop.
“sarber shen and bank .
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